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Publiſhed at the Requeſt 


Or THE 


RIGHT HO N OU NA BI. 
The Lord Walpole, 


Lord Lieutenant of the County of 
DE VON. 


Richard Duke Eſq; High Sheriff. 
The Honourable 


Sir 72 illiam Yonge, Baronet, 


and Knight of the moſt Honour- 
able Order of the BATH; 


And ſuch Gentlemen of the Grand 
Jury as were prelent, 


To whom this Diſcourſe is, with all 
imaginable Reſpect, dedicated, 5 


their 
Moſt Obedient, 


Humble Servant, 


William Simons. 


E xo DUs Xx. 16. 
Thou ſhalt not bear falſe Mit. 
neſs. 


©X is a remarkable Inſtance both 
72 of the Goodneſs and Wiſdom 
of God, that in the Delivery 
of his Law to Mankind, next 
to his own Glory, he hath ma- 
nifeſted the moſt particular Regard for the 
Good of human Society. For as the Wel- 
fare and Happineſs of Mankind here con- 
ſiſt, in a very great Meaſure, in the Ad- 
vantages they receive from a well· regulated 
Society; ſo without the Authority and Ob- 
ligation of ſome poſitive and ſtrict Law, 
human Society could not poflibly ſubſiſt. 
Becauſe, tho Men in a State of Innocence, 
would, out of Choice and Inclination, act 
upon Maxims of Reaſon and Juſtice, 1 

e 40 


SS Aa 4x. 


(6) 
do unto others, whatſoever they would that o- 
thers ſhould do unto them; yet in this cor- 


rupt State, were they to be directed mere- 


ly by the Dictates of the carnal Mind, and 


to do what is right in their own Eyes, 


Truth and Equity wou'd ceaſe to be the 
Rule of human Actions, Strength and Cun- 


ning would be the Law of Juſtice, and in- 


ſtead of aſſiſting and ſupporting, Men 
would be always biting and devouring one 
another. 15 
For this Reaſon, the wiſe and gracious 
Lawgiver of the World has thought fit 
to lay a Reſtraint on human Actions: not 
only to ſecure his own Glory from Abuſe 
and Contempt, but alſo the Perſons and 
Properties of Mankind from Injury and Vi- 
olence. Thus, as he once did ſet Bounds 
to the Sea, ſaying, hitherto thou mayſt go, 
and no further ; ſo has he alſo to the boiſte- 
rous and unruly Paſſions of human Na- 
ture, that the Earth may not be covered 
with Violence and injuſtice, as with another 
Flad. e yn 
This Law, tho it was firſt delivered to 


the People of 1/-ae!, yet does not ſeem to be 


calculated, entirely, for their Natures and 
Diſpoſitions, Intereſts and Prejudices, as 
the ceremonial Law was; but is built up- 


on the everlaſting Foundation of natural 
Reaſon, and, conſequently, is, and ever will 


be, 


(7) 25 

be, obligatory on all People, that live upon 
the Face of the Earth. 

The Text which I have choſen prohi- 
bits that which is moſt deſtructive to civil 
Society, viz. the bearing falſe Witneſs in 
judicial Proceedings; and ſeems, not im- 
probably, to be delivered with a particular 
Reference to ſome of the foregoing Pre- 
cepts; wherein God, having prohibited the 
doing any Injury, either to the Perſons or 
Properties of Mankind, Thou ſhalt not 
Kill — Thou ſhalt not Steal, &c. adds in 
the Text, Thou ſhalt not bear falſe Witneſs. 
For ſince Caſes in Courts of Juſtice are to 
be determin'd by the Mouth of Witneſſes, 
and an Oath there, for Confirmation, is to be 
the End of all Strife; therefore the bearing 
falſe Witneſs may be of a very pernicious 
Conſequence, in reſpe& both of the Life 
and Poſſeſſions of our Neighbour : for 
which Reaſon, a Diſcourſe upon the Sub- 
ject of bearing falſe Witneſs, eſpecially as 
it affects the Perſons and Intereſts of Man- 
kind in a civil Society, will not, I prefume, 
be thought improper for the preſent Occa- 
ſion. And, 


I. I will endeavour to ſhew the Nature 
of bearing falſe Witneſs, and how many 
ways a Man may be guilty of it. 
II. The great Guilt of bearing aſe 
Fitneſs, not only as it is a Diſhonour by 
by God, 


(8) | 
God, and an Injury to Religion ; but alſo, 
more particularly, as it is of a very miſ- 
chievous Conſequence, in relation to the 
Lite and Property of our Neighbour. 

ITE Laſiiy, Iwill conclude with menti- 
oning ſome of the Cauſes of this Sin; or 
the Reaſons which induce Men to be guilty 

of ſuch a horrid Impiety: which will fur- 
niſh us with proper Directions how ts a- 
void it. 


I. I will endeavour to ſhew the Nature 
of bearing falſe Witneſs, and how many 
wary a Man may be guilty of it. 

A Subject, indeed, which the preſent 
Opportunity will not permit, nor the pre- 
ſent Occaſion make it neceſſary for me to 
perſue, according to the utmoſt Latitude 


and Extent of the Commandment; which 


prohibits all forts of Evil ſpeaking, as well 
as the bearing direct tal le Witneſs, in Courts 


of Juſtice. 


I deſign, therefore, to confine my Diſ- 
courſe to thoſe Methods of bearing falſe 
Witneſs which are moſt uſual in Courts of 
Juſtice, againſt which the Precept ſeems to 
be more immediately intended. Not, how- 


ever, to ſuch Caſes alone, as will ſubject 
a Man to the Penalties of human Laws ; 


becauſe Men may, as will hereafter appear, 
be guilty of bearing falſe Witneſs, in Foro 


Confientice, and in the Sight of God, who 


knoweth 


(9) 


knoweth the Heart, and every Spring of 
human Actions, and yet at the fame Time 
appear innocent before the Judgment Seats 
of Men. | 

It will not be improper here, previouſly 
to obſerve, that there 1s ſome ſmall Varia- 
tion berween tne common Verhon and the 
Original; for that which in the former is 
rendred, Thou h not hear falje W itneſs, 
is in the latter, Heu Halt not anſewer, 1. e. 
when thou art interrogated or examin'd in 
Judgment, Ho- ſhalt not anſwer, or give in 
Anſwer a falſe Teſtimony. 

Now tho a falſe Teſlimony, ſtrictly ſpealæ- 
ing, is ſuch an Evidence as is given upon 
Oath in Courts of Juſtice, contrary to the 
known Truth and Reality of Facts, and it 
is that alone which will ſubject a Man to 
the Penalty of human Laws, yet, Ane the 
Deſign of this Prohibition, from which the 
Nature of bearing falſe Witneſs may beſt be 
explained and ur derſtood, is to prevent all 
. unjuſt Sentences in Judgment, with reſpect 
both to the Perion and Property of our 
Neighbour ; it may, I apprehend, be un- 
e e in a greater Latitude, viz, as 
comprehending all Teſtimonies, which at- 
ter any Manner, or in any Degree whatſo- 
ever, may be inſtrumental. in perverting 
the Juſtice of the Law. Some of theſe may 
be direct, ſome indirect; which I ſhall 
Mention wich all unagina able Brevity. 


B — 1. Firft 


(10) 
1. Firſt, to ſwear to the truth of a Fact, 
| which is directly falſe, and known to be 
| ſo, is ſuch evident and poſitive Perjury, as 
I ſhall but juſt mention only; becauſe 
it is ſuch, as can't eſcape the Knowledge 
of the moſt ignorant Juror. Thus, the 
falſe Witneſſes, of whom the Pſalmiſt com- 
10 plains, P/al. 35. 7. accuſed him of Facts, 
_ whereof he was innocent, laying 70 bis 
Charge things that he knew not. Thus alſo | 
'" the fai/e Mitneſſes, Sons of Beiial, who were | 
ſuborned by the wicked Contrivance of Fe- | 
zebel, ſwore that Naboth did blaſpheme God 
ll and the King. 1 Kings 21. Thus, laſtly, 
if the falſe Witneſſes ſuborned againſt Stephen, | 
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5H affirmed, that they had heard him ſpear ; 
i Blaſphemous Words againſt Moſes, and againſt | 
il God. Acts 6. 11. 


WW. 2. Secondliy, to {wear that a thing is true, 

ve which at the ſame Time we believe to be 
falſe, tho it happens rea!ly to be the Truth, 
is another Method of bearing falſe Wit- 


0 —m—_ | | | g 
| For tho that Maxim of moral Writers, | 
| Hiaoluntas eſt qud peccatur, that the Guilt of | 
„ Sin, conſiſts in its being voluntary, and 
| committed with Deſign and Intention, may 
is perhaps, be taken in too great a Latitude; 
1 5 yet ſo far, at leaſt, it is certainly true, that 
| _ whoſoever thinketh any thing to be a Sin, 


1 
% 
x 
o 

if 


to him uf is a Sin. Of Conſequence, he 
who ſwears the Truth, believing it to be a 
— Lie, 


* 
2 


©; 
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Lie, and deſigning it as a falſe Evidence 


to pervert Juſtice, is guilty of Perjury in 


the Sight of God, ho judgeth according to 


the Heart, tho he does not incur the Pe- 


nalty of human Laws, which can judge 


of the Intention only from Over? Acts, and 
of the Thoughts from what e Mouth 


ſpeaketh. Tho the Courſe of Juſtice is not 
in Reality, yet it is in Intention obſtruct- 


ed by ſuch an Evidence; and if it pro- 
duces an Effect quite contrary to that for 
which it was intended, that is accidental, 


or rather owing to the Providence of God, 


who can in this, as well as another Caſe, 
cauſe the Truth to be eſtabliſhed by the 
deſigned Lie of a Sinner. In ſhort, the 
Pſalmiſt mentions it as a Character of a 


true Witneſs, that he ſpeaketh the Truth 
from his Heart. Pſ. 15. 2. 


3. Thirdly, another Method cf bearing 


falle Witneſs, is by ſwearing more or lets 


than the Truth ; by adding or concealing 


any Circumſtances, to make a Cauſe ap- 


| pear either better or worſe than really it 


is. Thus, that Saying of our Saviour, 
ſpeaking of his Body, deſtroy this Temple, 
and in three Days I will raiſe it up. John 2. 
19. was repreſented by the falſe Witneſſes 


with this Addition, viz. that he had ſaid, 


J am able to deſtroy the Temple of God, 
meaning the Temple at Ferilſalem, and 10 


B 2 build 


1 

| build it again in three Days. Matt. 26. 
14 60. 61. 

Circumſtances do make ſuch an Altera- 
j! tion in the Nature of Facts, that the very 
ſame Action, attended with different Cir- 
if cumſtances, may be, if not perhaps, good 
and evil, yet at leaſt evil and of an indif- 
ferent Nature. When a Man, for In- 
ſtance, under the preſent unavoidable Ne- 
ceſlity oi Hunger, ſteals from another, ſo 
much only, as is ſufficient to ſatisfy that 
craving and importunate Apperite, that 
Circumſtance, as the wiſeſt of Men has 
i obſerved, doth in a great Meaſure exte- 
| nuate his Guilt; for, faith he, Men do | 
1 not deſpiſe a Thief, if be ſteal to fatrsfie his | 
j Soul when he 1s hungry. Prov. 6. 30. Thus ö 
itt alſo, the very fame Act may be Murder, 
i or Manſlaughter, or of an inferior Guilt 
i co either of theſe; nay, may be without 
| any Guilt at all in one Man, tho' different 
| Circumſtances may make it worthy of Death 
it in anot: zer. 
| Since Circumſtances, therefore, may make 


. ſuch a Difference in the Nature and Guilt 
| of human Actions, of Conſequence, Juſtice 
f may be perverted by adding or concealing 


if ſach Circumſtances; and the Perſon who 
| doth it, may, according to the Intention 
the Precept, be thought guilty of bear- 
ung falſe Witneſs. And this, indeed, ſeems 
particularly to be guarded againſt, even in 


1 


— nog — YT I I * 
— E- RON TER 


2 — 


15 
75 9 1 


* E 
* 
4 
4 
INT 
FE 
is 
* 
2 
bY 
A 
2 
= 


| 

j 
| 
£ 
4 
6 
| 
64 


6131 


the uſual Form of Oaths; whereby we are 
obliged to ſwear the Truth, the whole Truth, 


and nothing but the Truth. 


4. Fourthly, to ſwear with too little or 
too much Certainty, is another way of 
bearing falſe Witneſs. 

To ſwear, for Inſtance, to the Truth 


of a Fact, which is only probably true, 


or reported to be fo, is to eſtabliſh Proba- 


bility, or, it may be, a leſs Degree of 


Aſſurance than that, as far as it lays in a 
Man's Power, into Certainty ; and ſo on 
the contrary. Now, fince as far as Evi- 
dence either exceeds, or falls ſhort of the 
Certainty we have of the Matter, when 
we ſwear, ſo far it may be a Means, very 
probably, of perverting Juſtice; therefore, 
in what Degree ſocver Evidence is given 
with greater or leſs Aſſurance than the 
Juror has of the Fact, in that Degree it 


is, I imagin, attended with the Guilt of 


bearing falſe Witneſs. 

No Perſon, therefore, may ſwear to any 
thing, which he does not certainly know 
to be true, without incurring the Guilt 
of Perjury: for tho that Report or Proba- 
bility, which he ventures to confirm by a 
pofitive Oath, may be rhe real Truth; 
yer, it either may, or may not be fo. If 
the latter is the Caſe, he is evidently guil- 
ty; if the former, even then he can't, I 
apprehend, be innocent; fince, tho the 


thing 
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ching is true, yet he ſwore falſe, by ſwear- 
ing poſitively, that an Uncertainty was ei- 
N ther falſe or true. : 
\'8 . Laſily, a Man may be guilty of bear- a 
|; | ing falſe Witneſs by diſguiſing the Truth, 


and deceiving the Court with equivocal 

| and doubtful Anſwers. 8 

| Ass every Oath is to be taken in the Senſe 

ih of the Authority, by which it is impoſed, 

6 bodbr elſe there could ſcarce be any, which 

bl might not be evaded ; ſo every Anſwer, given 
ls upon Oath, in Courts of Juſtice, ought to 

8 be ſo plain and direct, as to anſwer the 
* Senſe and Intention of the Court. Sincere, 
downright and undiſſembled Evidence is 
the beſt, whereby to eſtabliſh the Truth 
of Facts; and, what our Saviour has ſaid, 
in a Caſe not altogether difterent from this, 
is a very good Rule in the preſent Caſe, 
viz. to let our Communication be, as near 
as 'tis poſſible, Yea, yea; nay, nay. Where- 
as, he who by Mental Reſervations and 
doubtful Anſwers, endeavours to diſguiſe 
the Truth, and impoſe upon the Court, 
cannot certainly, tho he does not fall un- 


1 deer the Penalty of human Laws, be held 


„ Fi _ guiltleſs of bearing falſe Witneſs; unleſs that 
i 5 can be imagined an Extenuation, which 
i =» really, a very great Aggravation of his 
| be Fault, 022. to lay Schemes of Iniquity, 7s 
= 5 wiſe to do evil, and to make on unning the 
| Law of Tur ice, 


| : N T: heſe 


n e 
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Theſe are the direct Methods of hearing 
falſe Witneſs; ſuch at leaſt, as I imag in 
to be moſt commonly practiſed in Courts 
of Juſtice, There are, I faid, other Me- 
thods of doing it indirectly, which I ſhall 


mention very briefly.” 


If any, for Inſtance, who have the Ho- 
nour to fit in the Seat of Judgment, as 
Gods among Men, and Repreſentatives of 
the ſupreme Judge of all the Earth ; who 
by a delegated Authority from him, are to 
adminiſter Juſtice and Fudgment in his 
Stead ; if they, I fay, ſhould judge with 
Reſpect of Per/5ns; endeavouring, thro' fear 
or Favour, Prejudice or Intereſt, Hatred 
or Compaſſion, to pervert Juſtice by ac- 
quitting the guilty, and condemning the in- 
rent; a Caſe, indeed, I need not have 
mentioned. becauſe we have no ſuch Cauſe 
of Complaint Again, if any who are 


concerned in the Management of Cauſes, 


ſhou'd repreſent them unjuſtly by partial 


Informations, and endeavour to ſupport 


them by Cunning and Artifice, Suborna- 
tion and Perjury If Advocates ſhould 


_ endeavour to ma a bad Cauſe by 


Subtilties of Pleading ; and lead thoſe, who 
are to determine the Cauſe by a legal Ver- 


dict, thro' an intricate Labyrinth, till they 


are out of the way to Truth, and are ſo 
puzzled and loſt, as not to know which 
way to perſue, nor where to find it — If, 
what 
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what is worſe, they ſhould baffle and con- 


I! found Witneſles, till under that Confuſion 
is and Diforder, they ſpeak, not knowing what 
. they ſay, nor whereof they affirm ——- If 
WW by theſe, and the like Methods, any Man 
| deſignedly endeavours to give a wrong 
* Turn to a Cauſe, to make evil appear good, 
li and good evil, to juſtiſie the Wiched for Re- 
pl ward, and take away the Righteouſneſs of 
05 the Righteous from him; he cannot, ſurely, 
| be innocent before God, ſince he hath 
. been the Inſtrument either of Stopping the 
18 Current of Juſtice, or quite diverting its 
| Courſe, and eſtabliſhing Iniquity, as it were, 
1 by Law, 

i Bur I will not inſiſt any longer upon 
i this Head, becauſe I am willing to ſup- 
| poſe, that as they whom it concerns can't 
kt be ignorant of thoſe things; ſo they will be 
1 ſufficiently reſtrained from ſuch Practices, 
5 ; by Precepts of Chriſtianity —— by the 
i Dictates even of Natural Religion by 
i Principles of a liberal Education —— by 
8 Principles of Honour and of common Ho- 
105 neſty : and therefore, will proceed, after I 


have juſt obſerv'd that all theſe Sorts of 
Falſe Witneſs, whether directly or indirectly 
committed, have a greater or leis Degree of 
Guilt in Proportion to the different Degrees 
of Conſent in the Will, or the different 
Mortives and Inducements we are under to 
commit them —— I will, I fay, proceed. 

5 II. 10 
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II. To ſhew the Guilt of bearing le 


Witneſs; not only as it 1s a Diſhonour to 


God, and an Injury to Religion, but alſo, 


more particularly, as it is of a miſchievous 
Conſequence in Relation to the Life and 
Property of our Neighbour. 

1. Fit, That it is a very great Diſho- 
nour to God, no Man can doubt, who 
underſtands and conſiders the Nature of 
an Oath; which is a moſt ſolemn Invoca- 
tion of, and an Appeal to, the Majeſty of 
God, as a Witneſs of the Truth of what 
we ſay. Tho, therefore, we can't fully 
conceive how great the Guilt of hearing 


falſe Witneſs is; becauſe we can't have an 


Idea adequate to the Dignity and Excel- 
lency of that Infinite Majeſty we ſwear 
by; yet that it is exceeding great, will 
be evident to every Perſon, who conſiders 
that the Being he appeals to is that great 
and tremendous Majeſty, which filletb 
Heaven and Earth —— whoſe Name 1s 


Great, Wonderful and Holy The Glory of 
whoſe Majeſty, with which he is c/othed 


as with a Garment, is ſuch, that even the 
Angels themſelves, the glorious Inhabi- 
tants of Heaven, who wait about his 
Throne, are repreſenied as veiling their 
Faces with their Wings; unable with oper 
Face to behold the exceeding Brightneſs 
of his Glory, 


C This 
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This great and awful Being is of infi- 
nite Truth, Knowledge, Power and Jult- 
tice. Now to call God as a Witnels to a 
Falſity, notwithſtanding his Truth, to 


Which all Liars are an Abomination — his 


Knowledge, whereby he is privy to our 


moſt ſecret Thoughts; and therefore there 
can't be a Word in our Tongue, but he knows- 
eth it altozether — his Power, to which all 


things are * poſſible ; and whereby he can de- 
roy both Soul and Body in Hell — and his- 
Juſtice, which will oblige him to render 
unto Men according to their Deeds to 


bear falſe Witneſs, I ſay, notwithſtanding 
theſe Attributes, is either a virtual Denial 


of his Perfections, which, in Effect, is a 


Denial of bis Being; or, what is worſe, is, 
whilſt we know God, to refuſe 70 glorify 
him as God. It is, in ſhort, ſuch a bold 
Attempt upon the Honour of his Perfec- 
tions, of which he has declared himſelf to 
be very jealous, as muſt be attended with 
great Guilt, and reg his whole Dijpleaſure 
to ariſe, _ | 
If, therefore, God hath manifeſted ſuch 
2 Reſpect for the Honour of his Name, as 
to declare that he ll not bold him guiltleſs, 
"who taketh it in vain; i. e. upon a trivial 
and unneceſſary Occaſion: how much great- 
er Guilt doth that Man lay under, and 
of bow much fer Puniſhment muſt be a bf 
worth Y 
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worthy, who takes his Name in vain, by 
bearing faiſe Witneſs ? | 

2. Secondly, it has a further Guilt, as it 
is a Prejudice to Religion. | 

The Belief of a God, and a juſt Appre- 
henſion of his Perfections, is the Bafis of 
true Religion; and that from which it re- 


cCeives all its Force and Influence. When 


it ſtands upon this Foundation, it is built as 
upon a Rock, and the Gates of Hell ſhall not 
be able to prevail againſt it: but without 
it, 'twill ſoon fall for want of that Pillar, 


by which it ſhould be ſupported. Now, 


it will be evident in a few Words, that 


ſwearing falſely by the Name of God, is a 
Cauſe, which hath a direct Tendency to 
produce that Effect, both in reſpe&t of 
the Perſons themſelves, who are guilty of 
bearing falſe Witneſs, and alſo in reſpect 
of others. oy 

1. Fir/?, in reſpe& of themſelves. For, 
as it is commonly obſerved, that Familiarity 
is the Occaſion of Diſreſpect (which is the 
Reaſon why common Swearers, without 
any Concern, take ſuch a Freedom with 


the Name of God, as would make a Man 
that hath a proper Eſteem and Reverence 


for his Name tremble to hear) fo tis cer- 


tain, that a frequent Violation of the Ma- 
jeſty of God in falſe-fwearing, will leſſen 


thoſe awful and worthy Apprehenſions of 
Jod, which are the Foundation of our 
- _ | Hopes 
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Hopes and Fears, and the only true Mo- 
tive to religious Duties. A Man, who f 
can do this great Wickedneſs and ſin againſt | 
God, can't be ſuppoſed to have any Regard 
to the Obligations of Conſcience ; or to 
ſtick ar the moſt horrid Impieties, which 
the Paſſions of his corrupt Nature may 
tempt him to, This ſacred Fence of Reli- ö 
gion, Conſcience, being thus violated, and | 
broken down ; a wide Gap will be opened 
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3 for thoſe filthy Beaſts, the Luſts of human 
"7 Nature, to enter in and devour, till they 
5 have laid it waſte, and left no true Senti- 
5 ments of Good and Evil remaining in it. 
1 | And as this muſt be the Conſequence of 
1 5 bearing else Mitneſs, in reſpect of ſuch as 
"kN are guilty; ſo 3 5 
i 2. Secondly, 1t will be a Means of mak- 
* ing others, at leaſt the more ignorant and 
5 unthinking part of Mankind, entertain very 
1A mean Notions of God; and will occaſion, 
. | in meny, a Prejudice even againſt Religion 
„ itſelf, For can it be otherwiſe, when the 
5 ſee the Name of the God of Truth ſet to a 
= 7 Lic? — What Nations, can we ſuppoſe, 
=: they will entertain of Juſtice, which, by 
0 the Perjuries of falſe Witneſſes, will ſeem 
k I to become the Inſtrument of Fraud and 


Oppreſſion? — When, by Means of a falſe 
Evidence, Men have been unjuſtly depriv- 
I ed of their Property, how keen will this 
iq whet their Reſentment, and what a ſtrong 
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Temptation will it lay them under to hate 
even Religion itſelf, which ſeems, in a 
very ſolemn Manner, to have defrauded 
them of their Rights, and to have been, as 
it were, an Acceſſary at leaſt, if not a Prin- 
cipal in Robbery and Injuſtice? : 

Since, therefore, the bearing /e Mit 
; neſs 1 likely to produce ſuch Effects; we 
can't imagine but that God, who hath ma- 
nifeſted ſuch a Regard for bis Honour, and 
very particular Concern for the Proſperity 
and Advancement of Religion, will, at laſt, 
take ſevere Vengeance on ſuch as preſume 
to ſiocar falſely by his Name; and that 
ſuch mighty Sinners cared be mightily tor—- 
mented. 

3. Laſily, there is yet a more particular 
GSuilt in it, to which the Text has an im- 
mediate Reference, VIZ. as it is of a very 
miſchievous Conſequence in relation to 
the Life and Property of our Neizhbour. 

In which reſpect, it has more Guilt than 
many, perhaps, may be aware of. For if 
(as Caſuiſts ſeem to agree) it be true, that 

a Man who commits any Sin, is not only 
guilty of that Sin, but is alſo, in a greater 
or leſs Degree, in Proportion to his Inten- 
tion, accountable for all the Conſequences 
it ſhall occaſion; then it will follow as a 
certain Concluſion, that he who by bearing 
Jalſe Witneſs de prives another unjuſtly ei- 
ther of his Life or n is guilty = 
only 
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only of Sinning againſt God, but alſo of 
Injuſtice towards his Neighbour. This Sin 
therefore, may have the Guilt of Perjury, 
Robbery, and Murder. 

If Dawd, who only directed and ordered 
the Means of having Uriah the Hittite flain 
in Battle, was condemn'd by the Prophet 
as his Murderer, 2 Sam. 12.9. and if the 


falſe Witnejes, by whole Evidence Naboth 


tbe Feſreelite was put to Death; as well as 
Aab and Jezebel, who were concerned in 
ſuborning 'em, were guilty of his Death 
(for the P rophet told one of them that he 
had Lied him, 1 Kings 21, 19.) then, with- 
out doubr, he who by hearing falſe 2 itneſs, 
or being concerned 1n procuring a falſe E- 
vidence, ſhall cauſe another to be cut off by 
the Hand of Juſtice, is as guilty of his 
Death as he who killeth another with his 
aun Hand. And he who by this means, 
ſh ll obtain a Verdict againſt his Neigh- 
bour 1n VIAUErS of Property, is, I doubt 
not, as guilty of Robbery ; nay, for Rea- 
ſons which may be given, a Robbery worſe 
than that of the Pick-Pocket, or High- 


Way-Man, who pays his Life a Sacrifice 


to publick Juſtice. 
Tue Truth of this Head is plainly e- 


nough intimated by the old Law of Reta- 
liation; wherein God (deſigning, undoubt- 
edly, to obſerve an exact Proportion be- 


twixt the Crime and Puniſhment; that 
9 5 5 7 


6230 

as they had ſinned, fo they ſhould be puniſhed) 
was pleaſed to order the like Puniſhment 
to be inflicted upon the falſe 7itneſs, which 
he intended to have brought upon his Bro- 
ther; viz. Life for Life, Eye for Eye, 
Teeth for Toth, Hand for Hand, Feat 7or 
Foot. Deuter. 19. 21. 

Such 4 complicated Guilt as this, like 
the Blood of Abel, muſt cry aloud from the 
Earth to Heaven for Vengeance ; and in 
this World, where God, for wile Reaſons, 
forbears to enter into Judgment, and to in- 
flict Vengeance with his own Hand; aſ- 


ſigning the Offender over to the ſecular 


Powers, which are ordained of God to exe- 
cute Wrath upon him that doth evil: in this 
World, 1 fay, ſuch horrid Blaſphemy a- 
gainſt the Name of God, and daring Inſo- 
lence againſt the mot High - — ſuch an Im- 
poſition upon thoſe who are the Repre- 
ſentatives of God, and Aﬀeont to judicial 
Authority — fuch Injuſtice ro Mankind, 
and baſe Attemptsagainſt the publick Good, 
and the Happineſs of Society; ought, in 
Reaſon, to be puniſhed with a Reſentment 
like God's, who will make his Jealouſy to 


noa againſt ſuch Sinners, and has com- 


manded, upon the ſame Occaſion, not to 


bare, nor have Pity. 


I would, by no means, preſume to dic- 
tate what Proportion the Puniſhment ought 
to bear to this Offence; which mult "be 

fub- 


(24 
ſubmitted to the Wiſdom of the Legiſlative 
Authority: yet, I think, I may venture to 
ſay, that he who thus b/a/phemes God ought 
to die: and ſince he is a publick Nuſance 
and Injury to Society, rendring every Man's 
Life and Eſtate precarious; there is none, 
I ſuppoſe, but will readily cry out with 
one Heart and one Voice, away with ſuch 
a Fellow from the Earth, for it 1s not fit 
that be ſhould live. 

Having now ſhewn the Nature and 
Guilt of bearing fal/e Vitneſs, I beg leave 


III. Laftly, to conclude this Diſcourſe, 
with mentioning ſome of the Cauſes of this 
Sin; or Reaſons which induce Men to be 
guilty of ſuch a horrid Impiety: which 
will furniſh us with proper Directions for 
the avoiding it. I ſhall mention four only, 
which ſeem to be the principal ones: 
VIS. 

1. Firſt, Covetouſneſs, and an  inordinate 
Love of the World. 

. Covetouineſs, indeed, in the moſt ex- 
tenſive Senſe of the Word, is the Occa- 
ſion of all the  Breaches of the La of 
God. Tis Luft «ohich conceiveth and bring- 
ett fh ih 8 Fam. I. 15. For this Rea- 
ſon, undoubced . it was, that God hath 
ſo wife annex'd the renth Commandment, 
viz. I but (batt not covet, _. 


But 


1 

But I would here be underſtood of Co- 
vetouſneſs in a more ſtrict and reſtrained 
Acceptation, which is a very common Mo- 
tive to the bearing falſe Witneſs. Thus, 
in the Inſtance already mentioned, had 
not Ahab coveted his Neighbour's Poſſeſ- 
ſion, he would not have produced fal/e 
Witneſs to put Nabotb to Death. And 
whoever is under the Influence of ſuch an 
importunate and extravagant Defire as his, 
and covets his Neighbours Houſe, his Newgh- 
bour's Wife, er any thing that is his Newgh — 
bour's, he will not ſtick at the like Attempts; 
breaking thro' all the ſacred Obligations 
oy Religion and Conſcience; and by Per- 
jury, Subornation, and all the hidden Me- 
this of Diſhoneſty, endeavour to obtain the 
Object he has in View. 
Nay, our Obſervation may, perhaps, 
have furniſhed us with ſome Initances, 
wherein Men, for a very inconfiderable 
Bribe, have been tempted to bear falſè 
Witneſs in Matters of the greateſt Conſe— 
quence, and which affect not only the 
Properties, but even the Lives of their 
Neighbours. Men, who turning the Scales 
of Juſtice, not by the Weight of Truth 
and Equity, but of Maney which is the Rost 
of all evil; and walking about the Courts 
of Juſtice for Hire, with their Hinds wide 
open to receive it; and Judas-like ak- 
D ing 
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( 26 ) 
ing no ſcruple of betraying the moſt in- 
nocent Perſon ; bur, perhaps, for leſs than 
he did, viz. the ebirty Pieces of Silver; 
may, ſtrictly ſpeaking, be called Sons of 
Bel. 0 Wi have fold themjeives to work 
Puctedicols in the Sight of the Lord. Since 
2 Vin this is one Canle of this Sin, would 
Manbind root vat this unrcaſonable Paſ- 
ſion, or at leaſt check, and bring it fo 
far into Suojeffion, as to become Haters of 
8 e! e /s, and to ſhake their Hands from 
Bie it would contribute, in 


Loldiug of 
8 1 ＋ ) . ./ T 
c Haſure, to the Adminiſtration of 


fublſck Juſtice, by preventing that falſe 


fearing, by which it is GP ob- 
ſtructed. 

2. Secondly, another Cauſe of it is Pre- 
judice. 
Prejudice, whether for or againſt any 
Perion or Cauſe, either perverts the Judg- 
ment, ſo as to make Men miſtake Evil jor 
Gocd, and Good for Evil; or at leaſt lays 
ſuch a ſtrong Biaſs on the Affections and 
Paſſions of Mankind, as makes them en- 
deavour to repreſent things to others in a 
quite contrary Light than they appear in 


to the emſelves. 


On the one Hand, the Force of Names 
Affec ction for a Relation or a Friend, which 
75 as ans own Soul; on the other, an 
cager Delre of Rey enge. on that ſide 
-: "LOVE 


1 


Love and Gratitude, and on this Hatred 
and Ill-Will, may be obſerved to prevail 
upon Men, either to give ſuch an Evi- 
dence as is directly ſalſe, or at leaſt, to add 
ſuch mitigating or aggravating Circum- 
ſtances, as may leſſen or encreale the Seve- 
rity of the Law. Whereas, were Men in 
this Reſpect, without Father or Mother, 
Friend or Enemy; were they to lay a- 
fide all Favour and Affection, as well 
as Hatred and Malice, and to have 20 
Reſpect of Perſons; then they would be 
free from another very common, and 
powerful Temptation to the beari 1 Jaije 
4 Fi; 
Thirdly, another Cauſe is the having 
too "low a Notion of the Excellency and 
Neceſſity of Juſtice. 

When Men take a View of Juſtice thro? 
the Clouds which Ignorance or Prejudice 
raiſe about their Underſtanding, it may, 
very probably, appear without Bea: ry and 
Comel:ne/s enough to recommend it. Whilſt 
they weigh Juſtice by the jaljſe Balance, 
and diſtribute it by the 3 Meaſure 
of their corrupt Nature, they will make 
ſuch ſcanty Weight and Meaſure as will 
be an Abomination. 

But were they to eſteem it according to 
its own intrinſic Worth —— or would 
they Judge of its Excellence from the Juſ- 
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tice of God, to which he hath a peculiar 
Reſpect in all his Diſpenſations, being righ- 
ters in all his Jays, aud jujt in his Tudg- 
ents; on whom we can't caſt a greater 
1 than to ſay that he, he Judge of 

the Earth, ceaſeti to do right ; and who 
has plainly [itimared how facred its Na- 
ture is, and how inviolably it ought to be 
preſerved ; by pronouncing a ſolemn Curſe 
againſt him who, in Matter of Property, 
is ſo unjuſt as #9 remove his Neigbbcur's 
Land- Mar: Deut. 27. 17. — Were they 
to conſider it as the Band of Society, the 
Support of Government, the Security of 
our Lives and Fortunes, the very Founda- 
tion of the temporal Peace and Happineſs 
of Mankind, the Violation whereof tends 
to Confuſron and every evil Work — Nay, 
laſtly, were they to form their Notions of 
it from the heathen Theology, according 
to which not only Juſtice in general was 


to be worſhiped; but alſo, more particular- 


ly, their very Terminus or Boundary of 
Poſſeſfions had Divine Honours paid to it; 
and was held in ſuch high Veneration, chat 8 
whoever did preſume to remove it, "owed 


his Life a Sacrifice to the Deity he 1 5 


_ thereby injured — Were Men, I fay ; 
judge of its Excellency and Neceſſity by 


ſuch Rules as theſe, they would hold it 


in the utmoſt Eſteem, and abhor eve- 
ry - 


( 29) 
ry Thought of breaking thro' the ſacred 
Obligations of Juſtice, which is recom- 
mended and enforced by ſo many Mo- 
tives. 

4. Lojily, another Cauſe is the enter- 
taining too mean an Apprehenſion of the 
Majeſty of God. Which, indeed, muſt 
be acknowledg'd to be, in a great Mea- 
ſure, the Occaſion of all the Sins whereof 
Men are guilty. For when they either 
do not think of God, having him not in all 
their Thoughts; or, if they do, imagine 
him 70 be uch an one as themſelves; then 
they are without thoſe Reſtraints from 
Sin, which juſt Sentiments of his Great- 
neſs, Holineſs and Power would have 
lain them under. Whereas did they /ef 
the Lord always before their Face; not 
only for their Direction and Imitation, 
but alſo that the Awfulneſs of his Pre- 
ſence might be a Motive to Duty ; it 
would, undoubtedly, have the fame Et- 
fect upon them as it had upon the Eſaln 
%, viz. to keep them jrom falling. 
And as a mean eee of the 
Majeſty of God, is an Occaſion of all the 
Sins whereof Men are guilty, ſo it is more 
eſpecially for bearing falſe Witneſs. For 
an Oath is ſuch a ſolemn Appeal to Al- 
mighty God, that whoever calls him to 
witneſs in a falſe thing is guilty of ſuch 
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630) 
an Indignity, as no Man can be ſuppoſed 
to offer, who has a juſt Reſpect and Reve- 
rence for his Perfections. And if Men did 
entertain worthy Conceptions of God, and 
alſo remember that as he isa God at Hand 
and afar f; i. e. Every where preſent 
with them, ſo more eſpecially ro obſerve 
the Truth of their Aſſertions in Courts of 
Juſtice ; they would not, I am perſwaded, 


be ſo bold as to bid Defiance to his Power, 


Knowledge and Juſtice, in the very Pre- 
ſence of God. I tay, in the very Preſence 
of God: for the Pſalmiſt has obſerved, 


P/al. 82. that God flandeth in the Congre- 
gation of Princes, that he is a Judge among 


Gods; i. e. the Judges of this World, who 


in the Seat of judgment repreſent God, 
from whom they have originally receiv- 
ed their Commiſſion, and for whom they 


ridge. This is a Confideration indeed, 


which he uſes as a Motive to the Judges 


not to judge unjuſtly, nor to accept the 


Perſons of the Wicked, but to defend the 
Poor and Father/:*, 'o do TFuſtice to. the 
aflicted and needy, It God's Preſence be 
a Reaſon for the Juſtice and Imparti- 
ality of the Judge; it is, ſurely, as good 
an one for the Veracity of the Evi- 


dence. 


To conclude, let all, ſuch more eſpe- 
cially as are concerned in Caſes - of publick 
Juſtice, 


(31) 


Juſtice, act as under the Influence of the 
immediate Preſence of God ; that when 
he ſhall ſummon the whole World before 
his Tribunal, by the awful Sound of the 
laſt Trump ; and both the Judge, the Ad- 
vocate, the Evidence, and even the Cri- 
minal ſhall appear to take their Trial at 
the ſame Bar, where God will be Judge 
himſelf; who without any Regard either 
to the Greatneſs and Authority of the 
Mighty and Noble, or the Meanneſs of the 
Poor and Contemptible of the World; 
will adminiſter impartial Juſtice to 2 
and lou, rich and poor, one with another, 
judging the World in Righteouſneſs — V hen 
"the Evidence will be the Book. of Remem-. 
brance, wherein God hath kept an exact 
Account of all the Thoughts, Words, and 
Actions of our Lives; and which will then 
be opened, that every one may be judged 
according to the things written therein : where 
can be no Hopes, therefore, of eſcaping by 
bribing of Evidence, to which End Riches 
107 not profit in the Day of Wrath, 
When our Conſciences alſo, tho here they 
have been partial and falſe Witneſſes, will 
there give a true Teſtimony, and bearing 
Witneſs, will either excuſe or accuſe one a- 
 nother — that, I ſay, when all theſe things 
Shall come to paſs, we may be able to lift 
- oy our Heads with Foy, having this Aſſu- 
rance, 
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france, chat all and every one 8 us 
Statlons, have endeavoured 70 
ell as to lobe erby, and: hum 
bly with our God; and 10 may fland in Fude- 
ment, When he ſhall come to 8 s 
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